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Inside this issue: 
The entire 

Nyack College 

Writing   

Center staff, 

Rockland and 

Manhattan 

Business: 142 

Nursing:  138 

Education: 104 

Criminal Justice: 57 

Social Work: 190 

Pastoral Ministry: 45 

Youth and Family Studies: 48 

Psychology: 88 

Master of Business Admin: 21 

Master of Divinity: 87 

Organizational Management: 15 

Communications: 92 

Accounting: 18 

Intercultural Studies: 55 

Biology: 20 

Computer Science: 14 

Theology/Bible/Religion: 44 

English: 17 

Liberal Arts: 43 

Music: 30 

Sociology: 11 

History: 9  

Number of Consultations by Discipline: 

Rockland: 
Total Number of Consultations: 1301 

 

Total Number of ESL Consultations: 300 

 

Average Length of a Consultation: 33.72 

 

Manhattan: 

Total Number of Consultations: 1330 

 

Total Non-Native Speakers of English: 283 

 

Average Length of a Consultation: 50.66 

Thanks to the Database Coordinator 

& Assistant Database Coordinator 
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      As Nyack College starts to 

offer more and more classes 

online, the Writing Center has 

started to develop resources 

for students both on and off 

campus. We’d like to share 

some new and upcoming 

projects at the Writing Center 

to develop students as writers 

across all disciplines while 

supporting instructors in the 

classroom. 

 

New Features: 

Writing Process Assessment –       

     At the Writing Center, we 

want to identify and overcome 

challenges students face as 

writers. Instead of finding out 

the issues with each essay a 

student turns in, the Writing 

Process Assessment is     

designed to target critical 

areas of a student’s writing 

process and design a plan to 

improve their overall abilities 

as a writer. By coming to the 

center for an assessment, the 

student can evaluate their 

writing skills without the   

pressure of a grade attached. 

Remote Sessions –  

     Online students and com-

muters can now schedule 

appointments conducted 

through Google Hangouts as 

long as they meet the require-

ments to run the app on their 

computer or smartphone. We 

emulate the experience a 

student has in the center 

through different tools already 

installed and built in. All you 

have to do is show up at the 

scheduled time for your    

appointment! 

 

Upcoming Projects: 

Live Online Help Desk –  

     In addition to our remote 

sessions, we want to do our 

best to provide every student 

with the same level of service 

as our physical location. This 

means being able to log on 

and find a live consultant to 

work with you at the click of a 

button. 

 

 

 

E360 Community Resource 

Page –  

     Although there are plenty 

of resources out on the    

internet, we want to create a 

simple, accessible, reliable 

place for you to find answers 

to questions you might have 

about writing. Having answers 

from the college’s own Writing 

Center gives you the peace of 

mind that we’re working with 

instructors to make sure your 

papers fit their formatting 

guidelines. 

 

     At the Writing Center, we’re 

working hard to get online 

and work with you to meet the 

needs of your writing process. 

We hope to log on and see 

you soon! 

Jason Lee 

He actually just heard the words “Research Paper” 

Look  

    Motivational? 

Not sure how to write a Chicago/Turbian  or APA style paper?  

Visit https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ for more help. 
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ways to improve my writing in 

theology and have taken to 

heart the feedback received 

from professors. Theological 

papers require synthesis and 

analysis of theological      

doctrines and concepts. They 

require critical thinking and 

theological questioning and 

reasoning. As a student    

writing a theological paper, 

you cannot simply quote a 

scripture and preach on   

paper; you have to research 

and use credible sources to 

support your theological   

position. The staff at any of 

Nyack’s libraries can support 

your research needs, as well 

as writing consultants. You 

can always visit the writing 

center as you begin the    

writing process for your theo-

logical papers to brainstorm 

and have the proper focus 

and structure for your paper. 

     You can also have fun 

interacting with the various 

theological concepts or     

doctrines that you are writing 

about. You will expand your 

theological thinking and   

develop your theological posi-

tion about an issue as you 

research your topic of interest 

for the required papers. I have 

found that theological papers 

require analysis, critique, and 

evaluation. You have to give 

yourself time to write a 

thoughtful paper that involves 

a careful processing of     

information, evaluation of the 

positions taken on the issue, 

and use critical thinking of 

the topic of discussion. If you 

are only writing to get a 

grade, you will miss out on 

the learning process and may 

not write a quality theological 

paper. Have fun writing the 

theological papers this     

semester. I hope you expand 

your understanding of God, 

gain a better grasp of theolog-

ical concepts and doctrines, 

and utilize the resources on 

campus for conducting     

theological research and  

navigating the writing       

process. Do not forget to use 

the Chicago Manual of Style 

or the Turabian style guide for 

writing all your theological 

papers! May you achieve all 

the goals of your academic 

resolution this year.  

students of all   

majors are required 

to take writing   

classes. This is a 

direct result the 

increasing need for 

good writers 

throughout various 

careers. It is not 

uncommon for   

students in majors 

that do not directly pertain to 

writing, such as business or 

     The widespread career 

environment of the United 

States has reached a point at 

which all varieties of careers 

require the employees within 

them to have some measure 

of skill in writing. From doc-

tors and lawyers, to musicians 

and pastors, every profession-

al is required to write in a 

clear, organized, and correct 

manner. For this reason, in 

most American colleges,   

the sciences, to become 

careless or unmotivated 

in their writing courses. 

They may feel that    

writing is irrelevant to 

their overall goals. This 

is more untrue now that 

it has ever been before, 

as the professional 

world  continues to 

evolve. 

     To new and returning   

undergraduate and graduate 

students, did you make an 

academic resolution for the 

2015 - 2016 Academic year? 

Maybe your goal this year is to 

improve your GPA, to get 

more out of your education at 

Nyack, to be healthy and 

physically fit while you earn 

your degree, to maintain your 

prayer life while you pursue 

higher education, or to     

improve your writing skills, 

time management, and study 

skills? It is worth having some 

goals to begin your academic 

year with the right perspective 

and to not repeat the        

academic failures of the past. 

Seeing your GPA from the last 

academic year may be push-

ing you to make goals that will 

result in academic change. 

One of the goals on my     

academic resolution is to 

write better theological     

papers. 

     I thought I was on my way 

to mastering writing papers of 

all disciplines until I began my 

theological studies at Alliance 

Theological Seminary. When I 

got my major course papers 

back during my first semester 

at ATS, I realized that I would 

have to learn to master    

writing the theological papers. 

I have been brainstorming 

Michaela Decker 

Continued on next page  

Makeda Charles 

“Writing is an essen-

tial skill for children 

to gain early  on” 

Rockland Writing 

Center: 

Now hiring graduate 

consultants for 

spring semester 

Call (845) 675-4442  ext.4433 

or email richardsonn@nyack.edu 

to apply  



     The time that one spends 

in college is the best time for 

one to prepare for their future 

career in any and every way 

that one can. In addition to 

one’s primary studies, the 

study of writing should be one 

of emphasis. The diversity of 

majors and career goals 

among students provides that 

the kind of writing each    

student should practice is not 

exactly the same There is a 

particular writing skill        

required that allows students 

to approach the varied and 

specialized kinds of writing 

they may doing in the future. 

This is the skill of identifying 

one’s target audience and 

forming one’s writing. 

     Identifying your audience 

begins with one simple ques-

tion: For whom is the content 

of this writing intended? Once 

you have answered this   

question, you have identified 

your audience. The next ques-

tion to ask yourself is: How do 

I communicate with this audi-

ence in a way that they will 

understand the content with 

ease? If you are a lawyer  

writing to a middle class 

American adult, you will write 

using language that this   

person can easily understand. 

If you are an elementary 

school teacher writing out 

assignments or history     

lessons for fourth graders, 

you will write in a way that will 

be easy for most nine-year-

olds to understand. Audience 

makes a big and important 

difference in the content and 

the language of a work. 

     Writing is relevant to all 

professional careers, and 

students preparing for their 

careers should bare this in 

mind. A good question to ask 

oneself when going through 

college writing classes is: Who 

will I be needing to communi-

cate with within my field of 

work and how to I communi-

cate with them clearly? This 

question not only brings into 

focus the fact that you will, in 

fact, need to learn to write 

effectively—it also provides 

motivation to do will and to 

prepare yourself for the    

specific kinds of writing you 

will need in the future. 

     College students and   

writers in all stages of life, 

this message is for you. Know 

your audience! Know how to 

communicate with them. Be 

familiar with the kind of    

language, context clues, and 

reference knowledge that 

they will be familiar with.  

Writing in a way that can be 

easily understood and      

absorbed by your audience is 

vital in any career. 

“Identifying your 

audience begins with 

one simple question: 

For whom is the 

content of this writing 

intended?” 
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Cont. from pg. 3 

Nyack College’s Manhattan Campus Building 

North 

Campus 

Faculty 

Office 

Building 

(location 

of the 

Rockland 

Writing 

Center) 
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Meet Our New Consultants! 

Kelsi Collins 

Sophomore 

Early Childhood Education 

Rockland 

Rachel Leal 

Sophomore 

Music Education 

Rockland 

Raquel Rodriguez  

Senior 

Childhood Education 

Manhattan 

Joel Pompa  

Junior 

English 

Manhattan 

Carla Dedier-Woney  

Junior 

Childhood Education 

Manhattan 

Trisha Frazer 

Junior 

Adolescent Education 

Rockland 

Geziell Nash  

Senior 

English 

Manhattan 

Jeanne Upshaw  

Grad, 2nd year 

Masters of Divinity 

Manhattan 

Susannah Devenney 

Sophomore 

English Education 

Rockland 

Christine Rosa de Freitas 

Sophomore 

Early Childhood Education 

Rockland 

7. The song lyrics from your earbuds start mixing with 

your paper. Why does Plato have one less problem 

without you? 

8. You actually see the sunrise... wait, it really does 

that? You remember why you like sunsets. 

9. You run out of highlighter ink. You run out of printer 

ink. You run out of energy. You run out of time. 

10. You fall asleep and have to wipe drool off your com-

puter. 

11. You feel embarrassed about turning this thing into 

class tomorrow. You feel like a mess. The paper 

looks like a mess. It is a mess. 

12. You have zero time to proofread. 

13. You embarrassedly turn in that sad, sad paper. You 

walk away exhausted, realizing that you may have 

missed the point of learning anything, and the 

thought occurs to you that the level of stress it took 

to write this paper was just not worth it. 

1. When you try to raise your hands in chapel you 

can’t because they’re cramped from typing that 

fifteen page, hundred source paper… last night. 

2. At this point any minor computer malfunction 

becomes a life and death issue. Christie Wifi 

going out makes you look up that verse about 

Jesus weeping. 

3. You end up angering your once-pleasant room-

mate who now has to listen to you rustling bags 

of chips, opening cans of Monster, and loudly 

typing...at three in the morning. 

4. (You angered your roommate prior to this by 

stealing her chips and Monster. You get into a 

debate about situational ethics...at three in the 

morning.) 

5. The building gets very quiet and very creepy at 

night when you’re the only one up to hear it. 

6. You feel absolutely defeated because you know 

this paper is lousy. You’re too tired to try, reach 

for that grade, much less learn anything. 

What happens when you wait until the night before… Kassie Neumann 



     Fall of 2013 marked the 

commencement of my posi-

tion at Nyack College’s Writing 

Center as an Undergraduate 

Peer Writing Consultant. At 

that time, I was not aware of 

how this position would reveal 

skills I never really knew I had 

and foster in me the heart of 

a writer (clearly). 

     The Nyack College Writing 

Center serves as a feedback 

service to all students attend-

ing Nyack. While the stereo-

type is that we sit there and 

viciously add red slashes to 

your paper, it is much more 

than that. Any student can 

come to be assisted with any 

part of the writing process: 

brainstorming, outlining, re-

searching, drafting, grammar, 

citation – you name it. We are 

trained bi-weekly by our ad-

ministrative staff to provide 

the best assistance and feed-

back possible. It’s through 

this professional development 

training and extensive ap-

pointments with students that 

I have grown to love writing 

and the power it has to shape 

you as a person. 

     I am not the same writer I 

was two years ago and I have 

learned quite a number of 

things pertaining to writing 

that I never knew were im-

portant. 

     I learned that writing takes 

hard work and diligence. You 

cannot and should not just sit 

down to write an essay and 

turn that in. #1 biggest     

mistake! There’s a reason it’s 

called the writing process. It 

takes time, and you must 

have grace with yourself in 

that time. Think about what 

you want to say. Research 

those topics to build your 

argument. Find a counter-

argument that completely 

disagrees with your opinion 

and process that; see if 

there’s something your idea 

was missing from the begin-

ning. Write a draft. And     

another. Oh, and another. 

     This might seem like busy-

work, but you’ll find that your 

finished product is one that 

time has taken care of. You 

aren’t the same person today 

that you were yesterday. That 

means your words could have 

changed, and those words – 

they matter too. 

     Another element of The 

Writing Center that has stuck 

with me is the importance of 

collaboration and teamwork. 

Working with students      

requires you to be focused on 

what they have brought to the 

table (literally). You have the 

rare opportunity to offer   

constructive feedback to this 

person that could change 

their perception of writing 

forever. I’ll admit I give quite a 

few pep talks during the 

school year. This leads me to 

my next point. 

     Everyone is a writer. I don’t 

care how poor you think your 

grammar is. You have a head. 

Your head has thoughts. Your 

thoughts have value. Your 

thoughts belong in the world. 

So many students see writing 

as black and white: either 

they’re good at it or they’re 

not. On the contrary, everyone 

has the potential to be an 

incredible writer; you just 

have to work hard enough at 

it. 

     All this being said, every 

skill that I’ve nurtured within 

the context of my position as 

a Writing Consultant has 

pushed me ahead in my pur-

suit of professional education. 

Good teachers listen. Good 

teachers write, and write  

often. Good teachers know 

how to handle people and 

their affective filters. Good 

teachers know that writing, 

and life itself, is a process. 

And that’s why they exist. 

     My time at The Writing 

Center has challenged me to 

uniquely serve the student 

body and also helped refine 

my craft as a future teacher. 

For that, I am thankful.  

“You aren’t the same 

person today that you 

were yesterday. That 

means your words could 

have changed, and 

those words— they 

matter too.” 
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Maria Varano 

 

     “In Evangelical American culture, a ‘good’ Christian is seemingly defined 

by an individual’s level of involvement in Christian ministries and causes 

that make a high level of measurable spiritual impact. In these contexts 

Christians are praised for involvement in work that is considered effective if 

the work has high levels of impact through the saving of numerous souls. 

However, Christians working in sacred or secular areas where that kind of 

impact and effectiveness are rare, are often seen as doing less valuable 

work. My lecture examined the pitfalls of only valuing the work of Christians 

who make a measurable spiritual impact with their work.” 

 

~Kassie 

Two of our own staff members, Kassie Neumann and Grace Anger, spoke at the 14th 

Nyack Scholars Symposium. Here, they speak briefly about the lectures they gave: 

 

     “My symposium presentation was entitled 

"The Dignity of Manual Labor" and it was       

inspired by the work of Wendell Barry and Mike 

Rowe. It was a privilege to interview and get to 

know some of the people who work for Nyack 

College on the Housekeeping and Cafeteria staff 

as well as the Building and Grounds Crew. These 

gifted individuals glorify God in how they work 

with excellence and love!” 

 

~Grace 

Kassie Neumann   

&  Grace Anger 
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teaching profession directs 

much scrutiny on the teacher. 

It is therefore vital that a 

teacher is not sloppy in keep-

ing accountable records  as 

he or she will often have to 

defend the reasonableness 

and integrity of their actions.  

     In preparing for this     

demanding profession, I 

would like to share some of 

my own strategies for keeping 

a field journal. 

     I love taking notes. All my 

friends make fun of me but I 

don’t care. I take notes at All-

Hall meetings and fire drills. I 

have dozens of precious note-

books documenting every 

single chapel and small group 

I’ve attended since freshman 

year. Why do I take so many 

notes and what do I write 

about? In answer to the first 

question, I take notes       

because I am ferociously  

possessive of my college  

experience. It is an enormous 

privilege to be in college and I 

want to squeeze every ounce 

of worth to soak in and digest. 

Some day when I am an old 

lady it will be fun to read 

through my old notes and use 

them as a springboard for 

lifelong learning. Secondly, 

what do I write about? I do 

not simply list facts that I will 

need for tests or the orienta-

tion of the desks in the room. 

I write down moments when 

the students seemed really 

engaged. I describe the    

outfits and personalities of 

students. Funny anecdotes 

and vignettes of the day are 

priceless. I note books and 

resources and things my  

cooperating teacher recom-

mends. I also note how I am 

feeling, physically, emotional-

ly, spiritually. This last bit has 

been a most effective tool for 

personal accountability. This 

past semester I went a step 

further in note taking then I 

had in the past. I invested in 

some good quality composi-

tion books and pens. I have a 

passion for pens. For each 

subject I have what I call an 

academic journal. The      

process of writing things down 

not only reduces stress but 

actually helps me better   

engage and enjoy what I am 

trying to learn. However, here 

are a few disclaimers to 

watch out for as you take 

notes: 

 I do not recommend 

keeping too many aca-

demic journals at one 

time. For example, do not 

have separate notebooks 

to isolate facts,          

resources, emotions, etc. 

This becomes over-

whelming and complicat-

ed. Instead, embrace an 

integrated life where your 

academic journal is a fun 

and eclectic conglomera-

tion of interrelated    

factors. 

 

 Don’t have your nose 

between the pages so 

often that it hampers 

observation! Some days I 

do not take very many 

notes in class, only a few 

jots here and there to jog 

my memory later. But 

then I make sure to   

indulge in some deep 

reflection at the end of 

the day when I write 

more extensively. 

 

     Keeping a field journal is a 

rewarding way to get the most 

joy out of learning. It is an 

intentional way to holistically 

engage in metacognition. By 

using components of the  

writing process, (observation, 

attention to detail, analysis 

and freewriting), individuals 

will find themselves progress-

ing and improving in all areas 

of their lives. Writing is a way 

to inquire, discover and    

integrate life experience into 

a dynamic vitality that is both 

invigorating and practical to 

application and transfor-

mation.     

Grace Anger 

     Education majors are   

required to complete an   

extensive amount of field 

observations over the course 

of their Undergrad. Juniors 

complete 35 hours in the 

classroom each semester. 

How does one get the most 

out of this experience? Writing 

and a writer’s mindset are 

essential to getting the most 

out of field observations.  

Writing is thinking on paper. 

The writing process is an  

intentional way to hone in 

critical thinking and analysis 

skills. Good writers ask    

questions and notice details. 

In education jargon, the abili-

ties to think critically and  

notice details falls under the 

scope of being a reflective 

practitioner. A teacher who 

possesses these fundamental 

qualities in the classroom is 

said to have “withitness” and 

is able to respond to diverse 

situations with appropriate 

intervention. 

      Why keep a field journal? 

Essentially, a well written field 

journal will prepare the   

teacher candidate to face the 

challenges of their own future 

classroom. The act of writing 

makes good writers better. 

Writing is an essential skill for 

a teacher as they are advo-

cates for the quality of their 

instruction and integrity of 

their profession. Most of all, 

teachers are advocates for 

their students! Teachers are 

responsible to see that each 

student is equipped with tools 

to thrive. Teachers will find 

themselves writing to parents 

and professionals to discuss a 

child’s progress. Good teach-

ers are lifelong learners,   

researching and producing a 

diverse range of material, 

from lesson plans to academ-

ic articles. Lastly, teachers 

must be advocates for     

themselves in communicating 

their own honest limitations 

and healthy boundaries.   

Sadly, the climate of the 

Possibly Helpful Random Grammar Lesson of the Month: 

 

A participle is a form of a verb that is used in a sentence to 

modify a noun, noun phrase, verb, or verb phrase, and thus 

plays a role similar to that of an adjective or adverb. It is one 

of the types of nonfinite verb forms.  



 

 

 

 

FALL 2015 

Mission Statement 

About the Writing Center 
Hours of Operation: 
 

Rockland: 

Mon-Thurs:  11am-12am 

Fri:                11am-5pm 

Sat:               1pm-5pm 

Sun:              Closed 

Last day opened for    

service: 12/18 

 

Graduate: 

Mon-Thurs:  11am-5pm 

Fri:                1pm-5pm 

Sat-Sun:       Closed 

 

Manhattan: 

Mon-Thurs:   10am-8pm 

Fri:                 10am-6pm 

Sat-Sun:        Closed 

Last day opened for    

service: 12/22 

Contact Information 

Rockland Campus: 
 

Located at North Campus, Faculty Office 

Building (Above Bailey Library) 

 

Phone: (845) 675-4442  ext. 7153  

 

Email: thewritingcenterrc@gmail.com 

Manhattan Campus: 

 
Located  at the Manhattan Campus  

Building, 19th floor, room 1915 

 

Phone: (646) 378-6139 

 

Email: millicent.waterman@nyack.edu 

Schedule an 

appointment by 

call, email, or 

walk-in 

Professor Millicent Waterman, 

Assistant Director of the Writing Center 
Professor Beverley Locke, 

Director of the Writing Center 
Dr. Jonathan Gates, 

Head of Languages, 

Literature and Writing 

Dr. Fernando Arzola, 

Dean of College of 

Arts and Sciences 


